Guidelines for applying for a Grant 

The Grant will support work where there is clear evidence of a sustained beneficial impact on people’s lives that are excluded or disadvantaged through low income, rural or social isolation, age, disabilities, race, sexuality or gender.
Projects should be run by people directly affected by the issues they are dealing with and priority will be given to small, locally based groups or organisations in areas of disadvantage that have a clear understanding of the needs of their community and are undertaking activities to address these needs. 

There are two types of projects that will be funded

Sports based projects that
· increase access to sport and exercise for people who face social exclusion and isolation 

· help people who are experiencing difficulties in their lives
Community groups running projects that 

· increase local services
· builds skills of local people
· increase community cohesion 

· respond to local economic needs
This work can cover a small geographical area such as a housing estate or village, but we will also consider work covering a slightly larger area such as a town or borough where there is evidence of community involvement.   

Who can apply? 

· Community Groups

· Resident Associations

· Community Centres

· Social Enterprises/Community Interest Companies
· Community Co-operatives
· Credit Unions

Examples of the type of activities we will fund 

· Community sport activities

· Furniture Projects

· Projects providing access to benefits advice

· Projects combating fuel poverty

· Community consultation exercises

· Community employment projects

· Food Co-ops

· Running costs; including salaries, core costs and project costs

Committee and volunteer/staff training

What we won’t fund:
· individuals
· statutory organisations, including schools
· trips abroad
· buses, mini buses or other community transport schemes although transport costs forming part of a project can be paid for
· building costs, including access adaptations to buildings

